APPENDIX G

DESCRIPTION OF DEGREE REQUIREMENTS


Certification by the Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board (AHECB) is required to offer college-level courses leading to a degree that is customarily granted by colleges or universities accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  The following degree requirements are required of certified institutions.

1.
Associate of Arts Degree (A.A.)
a. Awarded for completion of college-level coursework that is transferable toward a baccalaureate degree.  Typically, the field of study is not specified in the degree title.

b. State minimum general education core totaling 35 semester hours or 52 quarter hours.  English/Communications (6 semester hours), Math (3 semester hours), Social Sciences (9-12 semester hours), Humanities (6-9 semester hours), Science (8 semester hours).  (Three semester hours equal 4.5 quarter hours) OR
The home state required/approved general education core curriculum that is similar to the Arkansas minimum general education core curriculum.

c. The range of hours for an A.A. is 60 to 64 semester hours or 90 to 96 quarter hours.

2.
Associate of Science Degree (A.S.)

a. Awarded for completion of college-level coursework of which the majority of courses and general education courses are transferable toward a baccalaureate degree.  

b. Typically, the field of study is not specified in the degree title.
c. State minimum general education core totaling 35 semester hours or 52 quarter hours.  English/Communications (6 semester hours), Math (3 semester hours), Social Sciences (9-12 semester hours), Humanities (6-9 semester hours), Science (8 semester hours).  (Three semester hours equal 4.5 quarter hours) OR

The home state required/approved general education core curriculum that is similar to the Arkansas minimum general education core curriculum.
d.
The range of hours for an A.S. is 60 to 72 semester hours or 90 to 108 quarter hours.

3. 
Associate of Applied Science Degree (A.A.S.)

a.
Awarded for completion of college-level coursework that is designed primarily for direct employment.  
b.   Minimum of 15 semester hours or 22.5 quarter hours of general education courses. English/Writing (6 semester hours), Math (3 semester hours), Computer Fundamentals (3 semester hours), and Social Sciences (3 semester hours) (three semester hours equal 4.5 quarter hours) OR 
      The home state required/approved general education core curriculum that is similar to the Arkansas minimum general education core curriculum.
c.
Minimum of 50% of credit hours in the field. 

d. Occupational field may be specified in degree title.

e. The range of hours is 60 to 72 semester hours or 90 to 108 quarter hours. 

4. Associate of General Studies/Liberal Arts (A.G.S) 

a.
Awarded for completion of a planned program of college-level coursework of transfer and/or occupational college credit courses.

b. Minimum of 15 semester credit hours or 22.5 quarter hours of general education core. 

c. The program is to be developed cooperatively by the students and the institution.  The degree is intended to serve as a flexible program option for students whose

d. needs cannot be met by other programs. 

e. The degree program range is 60 to 64 semester hours or 90 to 96 quarter hours.

Program curriculum may vary for an out-of-state institution if the institution provides documentation that the program has been formally approved by a licensing, governing, or coordinating body in the institution’s home state or by a specialized accrediting agency.

5.   Associate of Occupational Studies (A.O.S.)
a. Awarded upon completion of a program of study which includes occupational courses offered by an institution that requires between 60 to 72 semester credit hours or 90 to 108 quarter credit hours.
b. Minimum of 15 semester hours or 22.5 quarter hours of general education core courses.

5.  Associate of Applied Science in General Technology (A.A.S.G.T.)

a. Awarded upon completion of an individualized program of study to fulfill a unique career goal that cannot be met through the completion of a single program offered by the institution that requires between 60 to 64 semester credit hours or 90 to 96 quarter hours.

b. Minimum of 15 semester hours or 22.5 quarter hours of general education core courses.

c. Twenty-four to 30 semester hours in a major technical area.

d. Fifteen to 21 semesters in a technical core of support courses from other related technical disciplines.

e. Maximum of 24 semester hours for experiential learning or work experience.

6.
Associate of Arts in Teaching (A.A.T.)*

a. Awarded upon completion of program of college-level coursework transferable toward a baccalaureate degree in teacher education.

b. Designed to align with state licensure requirements.

c. Program requires 60 to 72 semester hours or 90 to 108 quarter hours.

d. Minimum 35 semester hours or 52 quarter hours of general education core courses.

* - Institutions must be CAEP/NCATE certified prior to offering this program.

7.
Baccalaureate Degree 
a.
Awarded upon completion of program requiring 120 to136 semester hours or 180 to 204 quarter hours.

b. Minimum of 35 semester hours or 52.5 quarter hours of general education core courses.

c. Minimum of 40 semester hours or 60 quarter hours of upper-level courses.

d. Minimum of 30 semester hours or 45 quarter hours (including 20 upper-level semester hours or 30 quarter hours in the major field of study).

8.
Bachelor of Applied Science (B.A.S.)

a. Awarded upon completion of program requiring 120 to 136 semester hours or 180 to 204 quarter hours that allows students holding an Associate of Applied Science degree to apply the entire associate degree toward the requirements of a bachelor’s degree.

b.  Minimum 35 semester hours or 52 quarter hours of general education core courses.

c. Minimum of 40 semester hours or 60 quarter hours of upper level courses in selected fields of study.

d. Curriculum must require mastery of skills and knowledge against specified performance standards in at least one area or specific discipline.

9.
Bachelor of Professional Studies (B.P.S.)

a.   A flexible program option for students with earned college credit (including technical and occupational courses).

b. Awarded upon completion of 120 to 136 semester hours or 180 to 204 quarter hours.

c. Program of study developed cooperatively by student and institution to meet professional development and career goals.

d. Minimum of 35 semester hours or 52 quarter hours of general education core courses.

e. 40 semester hours or 60 quarter hours of upper level courses in selected fields of study.

f. Curriculum must require mastery of skills and knowledge against specified performance standards in at least one specific area or discipline.

10.  Master’s Degree 

a. Minimum of 30 graduate semester hours or 45 quarter hours beyond the baccalaureate degree.

b. Minimum of 9 semester hours or 13.5 quarter hours of core courses and minimum of 15 semester hours or 22.5 quarter hours in the major field of study.

11.
Specialist’s Degree 

Completion of 30 to 42 semester hours or 45 to 63 quarter hours beyond the master’s degree, but does not meet the academic requirements of a doctoral degree.

12. Doctoral Degree

a. Minimum of 72 graduate semester hours or 108 graduate quarter hours (or 42 graduate-only semester hours or 63 quarter hours beyond the master degree).

b. Maximum of 24 semester hours or 36 quarter hours of dissertation courses. 

13. First Professional Degree

a. Minimum of 72 post‑baccalaureate semester hours or 108 post baccalaureate quarter hours.

b. Completion of academic requirements to begin practice in the profession.

c. Minimum of two years of undergraduate college work before entering the program

d. Minimum of six academic years of college work to complete the degree program, including the prior required undergraduate college work.

