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Arkansas Department of Higher Education

423 Main Street, STE 400 • Little Rock, Arkansas • 72201-3818 • (501) 371-2000 • Fax (501) 371-2001


     Asa Hutchinson

                       Maria Markham, Ph.D.

      Governor

                   Director

October 10, 2016
MEMORANDUM

TO:


Presidents and Chancellors of Arkansas 4-Year Public




and Independent Colleges and Universities

FROM:
Dr. Maria Markham, Director

DATE:

October 10, 2016
SUBJECT:
Request for Proposals for the 2016-2017 No Child Left Behind: P-16 Education Partnerships
Application materials for the 2016-2017 Improving Teacher Quality: No Child Left Behind Program can be accessed at http://www.adhe.edu/no-child-left-behind/nclb-grant-information after October 10, 2016.  These materials are dated September 30, 2016 in the footer and contain the correct school district high need LEA partners on pages 20-21.  A technical assistance workshop will be held on Wednesday, October 12, 2016, from 10:00 am to 12:30 p.m. at the Arkansas Department of Higher Education, 423 Main Street, Little Rock in the first floor Board room. Be sure to enter the building from the Capitol Street side by the guard’s desk.  It is recommended that representatives from the university, the mathematics and/or science departments, and the college of education attend. The technical workshop will include an overview of the requirements for the proposal, instructions for completing the grant forms and writing the narrative, and information and recommendations from previous successful project directors.  This competition includes one category:

•
Category 1: Professional Development for K-12 Mathematics and Science Teachers

A letter of intent to apply for the Title II, Part A grant funds is due to ADHE by Wednesday, October 26, 2016 (See Appendix I of RFP). Grant applications should be electronically submitted to Dr. Suzanne Mitchell by Wednesday, November 30, 2016.  The Arkansas Department of Higher Education will mail award notifications after April 1, 2016, contingent on federal funds.  If you have questions, please call Dr. Suzanne Mitchell at 501-371-2062 or email at suzanne.mitchell@adhe.edu. Please forward this memorandum to interested faculty and please email Dr. Mitchell if you will be attending the technical assistance meeting on October 12, 2016.

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB Act) amended the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) by making significant changes in major federal programs that support schools’ efforts to educate the Nation’s students.  The Improving Teacher Quality:  P-16 Education Partnerships grant program is funded under Title II, Part A, of the law. The goal of the state grant program is to improve teaching and to raise student achievement in core academic subjects. Guidance under the program allows for state flexibility in order to fulfill state priorities for increasing teacher content knowledge and all issues affecting teacher effectiveness.  

Title II, Part A/Subpart 3 of Public Law 107-110 makes financial assistance available to higher education institutions to provide professional development to K-12 teachers.  The No Child Left Behind higher education program funds ($500,000) will be administered by the Arkansas Department of Higher Education.  

For the 2016-2017 school year, proposals must focus on improving teacher content and instructional knowledge in mathematics and the sciences. The federal law requires that the institution of higher education that submits a grant proposal must have the following partners: the College of Education, the College of Arts and Sciences, and a high need local school district (LEA). For the purposes of Title II, Part A, as defined by the No Child Left Behind Act (Section 2102(3)), a high-need LEA is defined as one that: 

(A) serves not fewer than 10,000 children from families with incomes below the   poverty line; OR for which not less than 20 percent of the children served by the agency are from families with incomes below the poverty line; AND 

(B) for which there is a high percentage of teachers not teaching in the academic subjects or grade levels that the teachers were trained to teach; OR for which there is a high percentage of teachers with emergency, provisional, or temporary certification or licensing. 
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