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Table 7.
HIGHEST MATH COURSE IN FIRST YEAR: Percentage distribution of the highest level of mathematics in which 2003−04 beginning bachelor’s
and associate’s degree students earned credits, by STEM entrance and persistence through 2009
Beginning bachelor’s degree students
Precollegelevel math
STEM entrance and persistence through 2009
Total
Students who entered STEM fields in first year
STEM leavers3
Students who left PSE without a degree/certificate
Students who switched major to a non-STEM field
STEM persisters/completers
Students who completed a STEM degree/certificate
Students who entered STEM fields after first year
STEM leavers3

No math

only1

40.1

8.7

Beginning associate’s degree students

math2

Calculus
and
advanced
math

30.1

21.2

Introductory
college-level

Precollegelevel math
No math

only1

Introductory
college-level
math2

Calculus
and
advanced
math

49.2

24.5

22.9

3.4

34.3

9.3

24.0

32.4

44.2

21.2

28.4

6.2

39.9

12.1

20.2

27.8

50.5

16.2

28.0

5.3 !

29.7

7.0

27.1

36.2

36.8

27.1

28.9

14.3

3.1 !

19.3

63.3

25.1

13.9

33.4

27.6

7.2 !

13.7

2.1 !

15.0

69.2

16.8 !

12.2 !

44.0

27.1

36.4

10.7

30.1

22.8

43.5

22.5

30.6

3.3 !

Students who left PSE without a degree/certificate

34.6

11.4 !

36.1

18.0

48.9

27.9

19.7

‡

Students who switched major to a non-STEM field

37.6

10.3 !

26.4

25.7

35.8

14.9 !

46.3

‡

STEM persisters/completers
Students who completed a STEM degree/certificate

27.1
24.2

5.4
4.3 !

20.0
17.4

47.6
54.1

37.5
18.5 !

17.8
12.6 !

27.4
37.0

See notes at end of table.

17.3
31.9 !

