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From the Director ~ Terra Patrom
New Arkansas Legislation
As the new State Fiscal Year (2018) begins, I wanted to spend some time
discussing the Legislative Laws I followed and/or testified for that have
an impact on you. Trust me, until I ventured to the Capitol, I had NO
idea how many Bills are presented over a short period of time. There
were several bills I strongly opposed and some I encouraged. YES… we
all know the Medical Marijuana Law is here. Since it is still in the
building and establishment process, I will not touch on that presently.
I want to ensure you are aware of other bills that will help you as a
person with a spinal cord injury/disability.
A Bill subtitled The Van Accessible Parking Act (HB 1882) was brought
forth by Representative Mayberry. This bill is now known as ACT 799.
Do not let the word “Van” confuse you since a “Van” is NOT required.
Let me explain a little bit. This bill defines authorized parking use of a
Van-accessible parking space via a Van-accessible parking decal. It also
specifically defines that the vehicle authorized to park in the Van
Accessible Parking space must be used to transport a person with
limited or no use of his or her legs and uses a wheelchair, a three or four
wheeled scooter, a four-wheeled walker with a seat or similar device.
With the use any of these types of medical devices, you need the extra
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Contact Information
Phone: (800) 459-1517
Email: ascc@arkansas.gov
Website: ascc.arkansas.gov

Donations
The Arkansas Spinal Cord
Commission accepts taxdeductible donations to
support ASCC.
Send your donation to:
AR Spinal Cord Commission
1501 North University Ave.,
Suite 470
Little Rock, AR 72207

Memorial Donations
The ASCC would like to
acknowledge the following
individuals for donations made
to the Commission.
• Becky Andrews
• Sarah Hyden
• Beverly Mills
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space created within the Van Accessible Parking space to open your
doors wider for transfer and maneuvering.
Eﬀective November 13, 2017, you will need to visit your local healthcare
provider to obtain a certification that shows you meet the requirement
to use the Van Accessible Parking space. This will allow you to obtain
the Van Accessible Parking decal from your local Revenue Department
to aﬃx in the left side window of your license plate. There will be a
sticker for the placard/hang-tag as well. This is important since
enforcement of the law goes into eﬀect on January 1, 2018. Once the
new certification form is available from the Department of Finance and
Administration, I will be sure to link it to from our website for easy
access.
Another Bill I followed was SB 146. This bill is now known as Act 203.
This bill amended the laws concerning the Telemedicine Act and to
create the Telemedicine Act, repealing the previous Arkansas code in
this regard. This new Telemedicine Act now allows for healthcare
services to be provided to a patient at a site at which a patient is
located at the time by means of telemedicine. This is termed as an
“originating site” which can also mean your home! Arkansas is a very
rural state with limited access to public transportation to get to and
from doctor’s appointments.
When you live with a spinal cord injury/disability, you know all too well
the number of doctors and specialists you are required to see on a
regular basis. Having access to a healthcare professional that has
previously conducted in-person examinations; is able to provide you
with appropriate follow-up care; and at medically necessary intervals via
telemedicine can save a significant amount of time, eﬀort, and money
when telemedicine allows follow-up from the comfort of your home.
The bill ensures the ability of your healthcare provider to bill listed
insurance sources for the telemedicine healthcare service provided. It
also ensures the healthcare provider is able to provide you with the
prescriptions determined necessary through the telemedicine
healthcare service. The healthcare provider treating patients in the
State of Arkansas through telemedicine must be fully licensed or
certified to practice in Arkansas. This might be an issue for some that
live close to border states that utilize healthcare providers outside of
Arkansas. If you have questions or concerns in regard to telemedicine
healthcare providers, please call the TRIUMPH Call Center at 1 (855)
767-6983.
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Quadriplegic single mother graduates Bowen law school
In 2008, Jennifer Goodwin seemed to have it all.

Remarkable Reprint
Angelita Faller

After two years on the road working in pharmaceutical sales, the then-25-year-old had recently been
promoted to her “dream job” of drug representative, moved back to her hometown of Benton, and bought
her first home.
Her life changed dramatically when Goodwin suﬀered a
spinal cord injury while boating on Lake Hamilton with a
neighbor.
After overcoming enormous obstacles, Goodwin, 34,
graduated May 13 from the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock William H. Bowen School of Law.
After her injury, Goodwin still had feeling in her limbs,
meaning that the spinal cord was not severed and she could
regain some movement. She began an intense campaign to
regain what she had lost, with the ultimate goal of walking
again.
During the first year after her injury, she spent two months in the hospital and another four months in inpatient rehabilitation.
“Initially, my goal was to get my hand high enough to scratch my nose,” she said. “I had to relearn how to
feed myself and brush my teeth. I couldn’t do any of that in the beginning.”
In 2010, Goodwin joined an intensive, six-month rehabilitative therapy trial in Atlanta.
“I got to the point where I could walk down and back on a basketball court, but it took a walker, two
assistants, and electronic stimulation,” she said. “When I got done with that therapy program, I realized I
wasn’t going to walk, short of a miracle. I was able to learn to let go of walking and learn to live.”
Focused on rebuilding her life, Goodwin bought a new home and learned to live independently. After
deciding that she is not the type of person to sit home all day, Goodwin thought about what she wanted to
do with the rest of her life. Her thoughts landed on an old dream of going to law school.
Goodwin bought a book and studied for the LSATs, the entrance exam needed to enter law school. She did
so well that she received a full scholarship to Bowen School of Law.
In August 2013, Goodwin met her fellow law school students at what turned out to be a highly memorable
mixer in the basement of the Flying Saucer. An unknown thief stole the keys to the elevator, leaving
Goodwin trapped in the basement.
“The Little Rock Fire Department had to haul me and my 400-pound chair from the basement,” Goodwin
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said. “I think everyone from my class remembers that night. I made a lot of really good friends. None of my
classmates left until I got to leave that night. I thought that was nice.”
Goodwin’s fellow classmates became a great source of support. Because of her injury, Goodwin is slow at
taking notes and typing. Her classmates shared copies of their class notes and study guides. She was also
inspired by two professors.
“Professor Michael Flannery and Professor Ranko Shiraki Oliver both went out of their way to make me feel
comfortable and do anything I needed,” Goodwin said. “They were very supportive and helpful.”
In 2014, she interned with the nonprofit organization,
Disability Rights Arkansas, where she worked with lawyers to
provide pro bono legal assistance to people with disabilities
in Arkansas.
While in law school, Goodwin decided to tackle another
lifelong dream — becoming a mother.
She had considered adoption, but knew agencies would not
be lining up to give a baby to a single, quadriplegic woman.
“I decided I wanted to be a mom more than I could breathe,”
she said. “I was 31 and knew the clock was ticking. With my
doctor’s and family’s support, I picked an anonymous donor
and did artificial insemination.
Bowen Professor Ranko Shiraki Oliver and
Beckham Goodwin arrived in June 2015. He was named after
Jennifer Goodwin
Goodwin’s maternal grandparents, who had the last name of
Beck. Goodwin’s grandparents both died while she was
pregnant and never had the chance to meet their great-grandson and namesake.
“I took the fall 2015 semester oﬀ to figure out how to be a mom, because there are so many more challenges
when you are quadriplegic also,” Goodwin said. “I went back to school part time, and it certainly has its
challenges, but I had lots of family support. My parents and aunt all stepped up to help babysit when I had
late night reading sessions.”
Now that she has graduated, Goodwin will spend the summer preparing for the bar exam. Once she passes,
Goodwin will begin a two-year fellowship at Arkansas Children’s Hospital through Equal Justice Works, a
Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit that focuses on careers in public service for lawyers. A professor, Dr. Amy
Pritchard, suggested she apply.
“Since I have a spinal cord injury, I want to work with patients in the disabled population,” Goodwin said. “I
want to give back to all the people that have poured into my life when I had the spinal cord injury nine years
ago.”
As Goodwin reflects on the obstacles she overcame, she is glad she had the strength to live her life to the
fullest.
Spinal Connection
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“I’ve learned to go after my dreams and that nothing is
impossible,” she said. “I’ve also learned to be willing to ask for
help and that there are lots of great people in this world. I am a
firm believer that the right doors open at the right time. With
God, anything is possible.”
In the photo on the previous page, Jennifer Goodwin celebrates her
graduation from Bowen School of Law with her parents, Robby and
Tracy Goodwin, and son, Beckham.
[This article originally appeared in the online edition of UALR
Now on May 24, 2017. It was written by Angie Faller/University
of Arkansas at Little Rock Communications.]
Article Link:
http://ualr.edu/news/2017/05/24/quadriplegic-single-mothergraduates-bowen/

Our sincere condolences to
the friends and family of…
Lorna J. Ellis - 7/04/2016
Charlotte Diann Miller - 10/8/2016
Bill Smith - 1/01/2017
Richard Danny Burrow - 2/27/2017
Michael James Tinagero - 3/23/2017
Sonya Webb - 3/27/2017
Freddy Leman Shipley - 3/28/2017
James Russell Bishop - 3/28/2017
Frank K. Harris - 4/07/2017
William M. Baird - 4/17/2017
Roy D. Turner - 5/10/2017
Trolaurice Vaughn Walker - 5/10/2017
Robert Sean Miller - 5/20/2017
Irene Anna Johnson - 5/26/2017
Randy James Morris - 7/11/2017

Spina Bifida Camp at Camp Aldersgate
The week-long residential camp was held this past June at Camp Aldersgate in Little Rock. It is open to
ASCC clients ages 6 to 16 with any type of spinal cord disability.
Camp activities included
campfires, canoeing, fishing, arts
& crafts, and swimming.
For an added challenge, there are
activities like SCUBA diving,
adapted archery, and an
accessible adventure challenge
rope course.
The closing ceremony was held
on June 23, 2017. Invitation
letters will be sent out in advance
of next year’s camp. We hope
you will join us! If you have any
questions regarding the camp,
please send us an email at
ascc@arkansas.gov.
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Southern Sportsmen Foundation
Announcement
The Southern Sportsmen Foundation is pleased to announce
their 2017 hunt schedule for whitetail deer. This hunt is for
individuals that have a severe mobility impairment and/or a
life-threatening illness.
The youth “Hunt of a Lifetime” will be held near Mineral
Springs, AR, October 27-29, 2017 at Starch Creek Hunting
Club. This event is for youth hunters up to 18 years old.
Youth hunters must be able to arrive by 3:00 PM on October
26th for a pre-hunt orientation & must be accompanied by at
least one parent or legal guardian.
The adult hunt, nicknamed the “Redneck Safari,” will be held
near Foreman, AR November 15-17, 2017. Adult hunters must
be able to arrive by 11:00 AM on November 15th and are
welcome to bring a non-hunting companion. Six (6) disabled
hunters and two (2) alternates will be drawn for this event.
Every year, hunters have had numerous shot opportunities
with most hunters bagging a deer.
For both hunts, lodging, meals, and license will be provided by
the foundation. However, hunters will be responsible for their
travel expense. Hunters born after December 31, 1968 and at
least 16 years old must possess a
valid hunter’s safety card.

Have a medical
question?
Experiencing
issues and
need immediate
answers?

TRIUMPH
Help Line

FREE
24 / 7 Access
1-855-767-6983
Help & Information
for Arkansans with
Spinal Cord Injury &
Healthcare Providers

All hunt applications must be
received by September 15, 2017.
Hunters chosen will be notified by
September 30, 2017. You can find
an application on our website at
www.sharingtheoutdoors.com.
For more information contact Mike Cranford at
mike.cranford@sharingtheoutdoors.com.

Spinal Connection

6

SUMMER 2017 | VOLUME 28 | ISSUE 3

SCI/D Financial Scholarships for Education
Arkansas Spinal Cord Foundation announces scholarship opportunities to help pursue your education

Arkansas Spinal Cord Foundation (ASCF) announces the Sandra Turner Memorial Scholarships for 2017
with a “CALL FOR APPLICATIONS.” We encourage those wanting to further their education to apply.
ASCF’s mission is to improve the quality of life for persons with spinal cord injuries and those who live with
challenges associated with spinal cord diseases such as Spina Bifida, Multiple Sclerosis, ALS, and Spinal
Spondylosis. A large part of fulfilling our mission is to help individuals like you to achieve their education
goals.
Applications are due by July 31, 2017. We encourage any individual with a spinal cord disability who is
enrolled or planning to enroll in college or vocational/technical
school to take this opportunity to apply for assistance.
Scholarship application and instructions for completion may be
downloaded from the ASCC’s website at www.spinalcord.ar.gov.
Eligibility Requirements:
• Must be an Arkansas resident.
• Must have a medically documented spinal cord disability
and be a client of ASCC.
• Prior acceptance to a college, university, or vocational/
technical training program for 2017 Fall semester. This
will include undergraduate or master’s level programs.

Are you pursuing your
education?

• Must complete and submit the ASCF Sandra Turner Memorial Scholarship application and all
required documents by July 31, 2017.
All applications will be reviewed by ASCF’s Scholarship Selection Committee.
For additional information or questions contact Mandy Carmack by calling (501) 247-1977 or sending an
e-mail to mandy@asilr.com.
Deadline for applications is on or before July 31, 2017.
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Arkansas Spinal Cord Foundation Donates Accessible Van

Randi Welling, pictured on the right,
receives the keys to the van donated to her
from the Arkansas Spinal Cord Foundation
(ASCF).
Mandy Carmack, ASCF Vice President,
made the presentation of the van to Randi.
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